
     

Type of Project— 
improve and upgrade the path 
to the river for easier access and 
safer entry.  Highlight the his-
tory of the log booms that are 
still visible in the river at the 
canoe launch area.   

.
Funding — 
The LHR contributed $2.6K 
toward this Project and addi-
tional support from Federal 
Home Loan Bank-Pittsburgh 
$2,600.00 match Curwensville 
Borough crew-labor Curwens-
ville Regional Development 
Corporation and Curwensville 
Area Revitalization Entities- 
project management. 
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- Curwensville, Clearfield County 

     To ensure the safety of the canoers 

Curwensville Borough enlisted Cur-

wensville Area Revitalization Entities 

and The EADS Group who developed 

the Master Site Development Plan to 

provide specific design recommenda-

tions for the canoe access area. 

     A new design for the canoe launch 

was provided.  The recommendation was 

to construct a 6-foot wide x 5-inches 

deep crushed limestone path with con-

tours and switchbacks in steeper slopes 

with a grade of 8% to the river.  This 

new path makes access to the river safer 

and more user-friendly.  Meetings with 

Clearfield Co Conservation District and 

the DEP determined that there were not 

any permits needed for this project. The 

borough crew was tasked with the instal-

lation of the new path.  They cleaned and 

excavated the area to prepare the path for 

the 2A stone base.  An interpretive sign 

that details the history of the Curwens-

ville log booms was installed at the be-

ginning of the path.  As canoers head 

downstream they can see up close what a 

log boom looks like, how it was con-

structed and how it helped hold back the 

logs in the river. 



     

Type of Project— 

 

This was a project was a Mini-

Grant project awarded to Cur-

wensville Pike Township His-

torical Society. 

Funding — 

The LHR contributed $275 to-

ward this Project and the His-

torical society matched our con-

tribution with $275.

Lumber Heritage Region  

Of Pennsylvania Inc. 

Cameron County Courthouse 

20 East 5th Street 

Emporium, Pennsylvania 15834 

 

Phone: 814.486.9376 

 

info@lumberheritage.org 

 
- Curwensville, Clearfield Counties 

     The society created a visual re-

minder of the history of lumber, the 

use of the river and the lumber indus-

try in Curwensville.  We created a 

movie, canvas posters and a working 

center for our museum so that peo-

ple will be able to learn about the 

history of the industry in our area.    

     Many people today are much 

more drawn to using technology than 

to just look at a picture in a book.  

This project to create a space where 

people could come in and enjoy this 

part of Curwensville’s History through 

modern technology. 

     The finished project is a movie 

that plays on a loop for the public 

when the museum is open. The 

video is also shown to the local his-

tory classes of the Curwensville High 

School when they visit the museum 

on the Walking Tour of Curwensville. 



     

Type of Project— 

Interpretive educational exhibit 

for use by the community and 

visitors to the region. A display 

of a cross-section of a tree ring 

from a red oak log from Irvin 

Park.   

Funding — 

The LHR contributed $2K to-

ward this Project. Donation of a 

segment of log timber along 

with location at borough owned 

community park  provided by 

the borough of Curwensville. 

The environmental education 

project to be available to both 

Curwensville Area School Dis-

trict students and community 

members.  
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                     Curwensville, Clearfield County 

     The project made a direct significant 

improvement to Irvin Park, located 

within the borough.   Irvin Park is within 

walking distance of our grade K-12 

school district complex.   As such, it is 

used extensively by the school district 

for various educational activities.  The 

“tree ring display” is an environmental 

education exhibit for the school district, 

the community and an attraction for visi-

tors to the region.  The exhibit will in-

cludes historical information of the re-

gion relating directly to the lumber his-

tory of the region.  By encouraging visi-

tors to spend time in and enjoy Irvin 

Park, along with the West Branch of the 

Susquehanna River, the region benefits 

economically from this use from a tour-

ism standpoint.  The display itself will be 

a direct educational exhibit to the lumber 

heritage of the region and provide addi-

tional insight to the nature based attrac-

tions of the area. 

     The building is staffed by volun-

teers through out the summer season 

to assist with the needs of travelers.  

 
It has become a service project for our 

honor society students and it is embed-

ded in our technology education, science 

and history courses.  We plan to revisit 

the signage on the display each year to 

update and improve based on visitor in-

put  



Organization Name Here 

SUCCESS STORY 

By: Clearfield County 
Historical Society 

Lumbering and Rafting Book 

SUMMARY 
The Clearfield County Historical Society’s Board of Directors decided to republish 
the 1922 James Mitchell Lumbering and Rafting book.  The book is a beautifully 
written historical and narrative account of the glory days of the logging and log 
rafting industry that flourished in Clearfield County in the last half the 19th century. 
Lumbering was the gateway industry that spurred Clearfield County’s population 
and economic growth. It was also the first resource extraction industry, later 
followed by coal mining and gas drilling, that changed both the landscape and 
business models in Clearfield County. 
 
 

CHALLENGE 
Since its modern beginning in 1955, the Clearfield County Historical Society has 
served as a repository for numerous articles, stories, photos and recorded 
firsthand accounts regarding the rich logging and rafting history in the area. One 
book, Dudley Tonkin’s 1958 My Partner, The River, is a definitive work on the 
subject.  It too was republished by the CCHS. 
 
The book is a comprehensive account of the logging and rafting by a logger and 
rafter himself; but it reads as sometimes overly detailed.  The writing style seems, 
to some, to be stiff and outdated by 2021 standards.  The book sells for $50.00, 
which is often unaffordable to would be interested readers. 
 
The Mitchell book, however, is a 94-page compilation of factual details and 
narrative tales and stories which are captivating. Mitchell, himself, was a logger 
and rafter.  His clear memory and writing style make or superb reading. 

FUNDING 
 
Grant Award: $392.38 
 
Total Project Cost: 
 
 
c. $784.75 
 
 
PARTNERSHIP IS KEY 

The Pennsylvania Lumber 
Heritage Region group’s grant 
funding helped to offset 
printing and republishing costs 
of the Lumbering and Rafting 
book. 
 

  

 
 
 
 



 

SOLUTION 
The CCHS republished and affordable ($14.00) book that makes the 
unique logging and rafting era come alive for today’s reader.  Its board of 
directors also saw, in the Mitchell book, a resource that will serve as a 
treasure trove of local history for generations to come. 
 
The CCHS also seeks to encourage younger generations to take up the 
mantle of county historical preservation.  An aging board has an obligation 
to welcome those, who are decades younger, to involve themselves with 
the Society.  The near century old Mitchell book will have an honored status 
for future generations. 

RESULTS 
Numerous copies of the Mitchell book’s first printing were sold at three outdoor front porch sales in August, 
September, and October 2020.  These sales took the place of the annual Holiday sale, traditionally held in December. 
They were also to solution to accommodating the distancing small group porch visits, required by the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The CCHS also received many mail orders for the book.  It should be noted that the CCHS added at least 
a dozen original logging and rafting photos, from its collection to the newly republished edition; further enhancing it. 
 
The republication was also the subject of local news media coverage.  One CCHS board member, Bob Eshelman, 
wrote a fine review of the book for the Society’s spring 2020 bulletin. 
  
The Lumbering and Rafting book is as much as a great accomplishment today, as it was in 1922.  The CCHS extends 
its deepest gratitude and appreciation to the PA Lumber Heritage Region for its vital assistance. 

 

Contact 
 

Clearfield County Historical Society 

511 Van Valzah Avenue 

Clearfield PA 16830 

814-768- 7318 

clearfieldcountyhistoricalsociety.net 

 

David Wulderk, President CCHS 

1001 McAteer Street 

Houtzdale PA 16651 

814-378-5748 

dwulderk@comcast.net 

 

 



DuBois Area Historical Society, Inc. 

SUCCESS STORY By: Ruth Gregori, President 

John DuBois Lumber Mill Interpretive Panel 

SUMMARY: This project consists of the purchase and 
installation of an interpretive panel to educate and 
highlight the significant impact the DuBois Family and 
their lumber empire had on the City of DuBois and the 
surrounding area. The panel will be installed in the 
municipal park on land donated to the city by the 
DuBois Family. 
 

FUNDING 
 
Grant Award: $900.00 
 
Total Project Cost: $1,800.00 
 
 
 
 
 
PARTNERSHIP IS KEY 

The Lumber Heritage Region 

provided funding for the project.. 

The City of DuBois provided the 
location for the panel in the 

community park. In addition, the 

City installed the panel  

CHALLENGE: This project was undertaken to educate the citizens and 
visitors of our community park the important part this land had in the 
development of DuBois, PA. In 1871 John DuBois began construction of his 
first mill in what became the City of DuBois. Over nine hundred million 
board feet of lumber were produced at this site. Hundreds of men found 
employment in the mill as well as in the woods supplying the logs for the 
mill to process.  

  

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

SOLUTION: This panel is located at a major access point to the 
various recreational venues located in the community park. 
Thousands of visitors will pass the location of the panel and have an 
opportunity to acquaint themselves with the significant impact the 
lumber industry had on our region.  

RESULTS 
We have no quantifiable results because of the newness of the panel.   

 

Contact 
DuBois Area Historical Society, Inc 

Ruth Gregori, President 

PO Box401 

DuBois, PA 15801 

814-371-9006 
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SUCCESS STORY DuBois Area Historical Society 

FUNDING 
 
Grant Award: $1000.00 
 
Total Project Cost: $1145.00 
 
 
 
 
 
PARTNERSHIP IS KEY 

DuBois Area Historical Society 
City of DuBois 
Downtown DuBois 
DuBois Area Housing Authority 

VanTassel Tannery Historical Panel  

SUMMARY 
The purpose of this project was the design and instillation of a historical panel at 
the site of the former VanTassel Tannery in DuBois, PA. 
 
 

CHALLENGE 
Many people today are unaware of the rich history that the 
timber/bark industry played in the development of the 
industries in our community and the region.  
Hemlock bark was a key ingredient in the tanning of hides and 
the production of the various types of leather.  From shoes, 
gloves, and harnesses as well as industrial belts to power 
equipment.  

.  

 
 
 
 

 



 

SOLUTION 
Place a historical panel at the location of the former 
VanTassel Tannery that included a picture of Mr. 
VanTassel, the plant and a diagram of the plant layout. 
The narrative described the tanning process. 

RESULTS 
This panel is located on a walking trail that has hundreds of walkers on a daily basis. 
People are stopping to read the panel and comment on how much they enjoyed this bit of 
our community history. With the installation of this panel the Historical Society has eight 
panels describing various historical events from our past. We have plans for an additional 
ten panels.  

 

Contact 
 

DuBois Area Historical 
Society 
30 W. Long Ave. 
PO Box 401 
DuBois, PA 15801 
Email:info@duboishistor
y.org 
814-371-9006 
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