
     

Type of Project— 

The Baby Arch project created 

a 14 foot tall scale model of the 

St. Louis Arch and several edu-

cational displays at the Warren 

County Visitors Bureau to 

preserve this important historic 

story of Warren, PA being the 

birthplace of the St. Louis Arch. 

Funding — 

The LHR contributed $3K to-

ward this Project and additional 

support from Community Foun-

dation of Warren County, Boil-

ermakers Local 27, Ironworkers 

Local No. 3, Sheffield Vets 

Club, Warren County Commis-

sioners 
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- Warren, Warren County 

     This project is about preserving 
an important part of local & national 
history and a quest for recognition for 
the men who worked for the Pitts-
burgh Des Moines (PDM) Steel Plant 
in Warren, PA. From 1962 to 1965, 
about 280 men worked on the Gate-
way Arch project welding, cutting, 
and fabricating the stainless steel 
sections that would be shipped from 
Warren to St. Louis, Missouri to ulti-
mately become the Gateway Arch on 
the national park site known as the 
Jefferson National Expansion Memo-
rial. Each piece was intricately cut, 
measured, and ground to within 1/64 

of an inch to make sure they would fit 

together perfectly with two other 
pieces to form the triangle that began 
the base of each leg of the arch. 
They were built and stacked continu-
ously in this manner, only to be ad-
justed as the curve of the arch 
changed. The magnificent Gateway 
Arch stands 630 feet tall in St. Louis 
to this day, more than 50 years later. 
Due to the name of the parent 
steel company, visitors to the Arch 
are often misinformed that the Arch 
sections were fabricated in Pitts-
burgh, when in reality, Warren, PA is 
the birthplace of the 
Arch. 



     

Type of Project— 

 

Implementation Project to con-

struct a handicap accessible 

bird viewing station and related 

trails along the Allegheny 

River. 

Funding — 
 

The LHR contributed $25K to-

ward this Project though the 

Heritage Parks Program.  Other 

funding was supplied by the 

Betts Foundation, First Energy 

Foundation, First Energy Corpo-

ration, Community of Warren 

Foundation, Northern Allegheny 
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                              - Kinzua Dam, Warren 

     This project was the result of the  

vision of members of the Allegheny 

Outdoor Club in cooperation with Penn 

Soil RC & D Council and the U. S. 

Army Corps of Engineers.  

     Situated along the banks of the Alle-

gheny River, at the base of the Kinzua 

Dam, is a state-of-the-art, handicap ac-

cessible bird viewing station unlike any-

thing else in the Region.  Its distinctive 

designs blends with its surroundings and 

affords visitors a sheltered, stable view-

ing platform to observe and photograph 

bald eagles, great blue herons, hooded 

mergansers, kingfishers and a wide vari-

ety of other birds and wildlife along the 

shores of the river. 

   A new asset and a destination in the 

region that enhances the visitors experi-

ence and adds to the quality of life of 

those who live in the region. 

    This project demonstrates the partner-

ships required from conception, design, 

funding, fabrication and completion of 

an asset of this magnitude that includes 

AOC volunteers who cleared the land; 

Penn Soil RC & D Council who man-

aged the project; the U. S. Army Corps 

of Engineers who will maintain the site 

and the variety of local financial invest-

ments.  

      The Station has become the inspira-

tion for another grass roots project born 

out of a Leadership Warren program 

Photographs include 
the view from the 
station, an American 
Bald Eagle photo-
graphed from the 
station, and the sta-
tion itself. Eagle Photo by 

Cheryl Kobielski. Station 
photos by Wes Ramsey   
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