Times Observer, Saturday, August 18, 2018, Page A3

Local

Quite an honor
www.timesobserver.com

Ceremony held at Visitors
Center statue for ‘CCC boys’
By BRIAN FERRY
bferry@timesobserver.com

A group of about 20 people gathered Friday to honor
the veterans of the Civilian
Conservation Corps.
Family members of four
CCC boys attended the 11th
annual CCC Statue Dedication Ceremony at the Warren County Visitors Center.
The statue at the visitors
center in Starbrick is one of
seven in Pennsylvania. It
was dedicated in 2007.
On Friday, the ceremony
honored local veterans —
Donald Come, Orren Wood,
Charles Varro, Joe Tullio,
John Dennis, Nick Stanko,
and Leo Beane.
Philip Gouzie, who recently passed away, was also honored.
Ed Atwood, chairman of
the statue committee, said
Varro was the driving force
behind the statue.
He told Atwood, “You
could do the CCC boys a big
favor if you could get a statue here.”
That set Atwood on the
path. “He kept after me until
I got it going,” he said.
“Charles kept everything
going. He kicked us
around.”
Although the ANF was
promised the first CCC statue, the one that finally arrived was number 42, Atwood said.
CCC historian Michael
Schultz spoke about Varro.
“Charlie was a very good
baseball player,” Schultz
said. “During World War II,
he played a lot of baseball in
the South Pacific.”
He made a connection
with Red Sox hall-of-fame
second baseman Bobby Doerr, Schultz said. He also
met, and played an exhibition against Ted Williams in

which he said he was going
to strike the Splendid Splinter out. “He didn’t,” Schultz
said.
There were 14 CCC
camps on the Allegheny National Forest alone.
Among their many accomplishments, the boys in
the CCC:
¯ built almost 47,000
bridges;
¯ developed over 800
state parks;
¯ built 4,622 fish rearing
ponds;
¯ restored 3,980 historic
structures;
¯ installed about 5,000
miles of water supply line;
¯ improved 3,462 beaches;
¯ surveyed and mapped
millions of acres and thousands of lakes;
¯ built 1,865 drinking
fountains;
¯ built 27,191 miles of
fence;
¯ spent a total of over
200,000 man-days fighting
coal fires — some possibly
thousands of years old;
¯ built over 3,000 lookout towers; and
¯ learned to read —
“more than 400,000 illiterate enrollees were taught to
read and write during their
time in the CCC.”
Tree planting was a major
effort for the CCC in Pennsylvania. In all, the organization planted more than 3
billion trees.
Local CCC veterans are
honored with trees and
plaques at the visitors center.
The tree honoring Varro
is a serviceberry selected by
DCNR Cornplanter District
Forester Cecile Stelter. “It’s
the first tree that blooms in
the spring,” she said. “It’s
native and long-lasting. It’s
truly a tribute to him.”
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Civilian Conservation Corps historian Michael Schultz talks about CCC veteran Charles Varro during
the 11th annual CCC Statue Dedication Ceremony Friday at Warren County Visitors Bureau.
CCC Legacy Board member Martha Smith attended
the ceremony and spoke
about Philip Gouzie —
CCC veteran and a Legacy
Board member.
At 16, Gouzie heard his
father tell his mother that he
had lost his job and the family would be losing their
home.
“That young boy decided
to join the CCC,” she said.
He was not old enough,
but local recruiters some-

times looked the other way.
Homesick after months
away, he decided to walk
the 30 miles to his home in
Portland, Maine, when he
was given weekend leave,
Smith said. A buddy turned
back after nine miles, leaving Gouzie on his own. He
met a truck driver who
stopped and explained to the
boy that he could lose his
job if he let him ride. But, he
also explained that he had to
take a short break, and if

someone were to climb on
top of the logs on the back
of the truck, he wouldn’t
know about it, and that passenger could get a ride into
Portland by holding onto the
chains.
Gouzie said he thought

during that ride that he was
going to die before he got
back to see his ‘Mumma,’
Smith said.
“Phil was CCC through
and through,” she said.
Gouzie passed away in
July at the age of 95.
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CORE in schools...
Blueberry Hill Golf Course.
The event is not only for
the serious golfer, she said,
and there is a prize for last
place.
From 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 22, there will be a
Glow Fun Walk at War Memorial Field. “This event is
open to families and individuals,” she said. “The first
30 signed up will receive a
glow-in-the-dark shirt for
the event as well as a glowin-the-dark necklace and
bracelet.”
The step after that is to introduce some testimonials.
Working with the school
district,
Swanson
has
arranged for a movie and
guest speakers to present information in the schools and
the community.
The movie Angst —
www.angstmovie.com —
will be shown at each of the
middle and high schools in
the district and then for parents, family members, elementary school teachers,
and others who are interested.
“Angst highlights the issue of anxiety in youth and
the interpretation that is
sometimes made by teachers, parents, friends, etc., of
the person who is struggling
with anxiety,” Swanson
said. “This is told by youths
as young as 11 about their

experiences with anxiety.”
“It’s a fabulous movie,”
she said. “It will help parents, teachers, and friends,
deal with anxiety.”
The organization is also
working with MindingYourMind out of Philadelphia.
“CORE will be bringing a
young man, Andrew, to
Warren County in November for two days to present
his real-life experiences to
the middle and high school
students in Warren, Eisenhower, Youngsville, and
Sheffield,” Swanson said.
There will also be a community presentation.
CORE is working on
more speakers. “I then want
something in January and
February,” Swanson said.
“Keep it in front of people.
Change the culture.”
For Swanson, creating an
entity that brings mental
health awareness and sui-

cide prevention is just the
right thing to do.
She is driven by “24
years of being in mental
health, seeing people who
are on the brink of despair.”
In many cases, “because
they were able to come and
get help, they now are prosperous.”
In some cases, often
among those who are unwilling or unable to get help,
that despair can lead suicide.
“It’s so much more prevalent than people realize,”
Swanson said. “The statistics are not accurate. People
don’t think that there’s an issue due to underreporting.”
“It’s preventable by educating and making it so we
are more comfortable talking about it,” she said. “We
just need to know how to get
someone the help that they
need when we know that
they aren’t feeling well.”

The recent drop in stocks leaves many investors wondering
if they have taken steps backwards. Usually market
“corrections” are nothing to be overly concerned with. But
what if you are about to retire? Or what if you rely on the
preservation of your assets to generate monthly income? Too
many times investors make irrational decisions because of
fear that they are falling off track. We aim to change this trend.
We help our clients understand that when the proper
financial plan is in place, market downturns will not knock
you off track. We coined our holistic planning process as
MASTERPLAN ® and have been helping clients reach their
goals for over 70 years.
The MASTERPLAN ® is a comprehensive, written
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If you are interested in a no-obligation consultation to
discuss the MASTERPLAN ® approach and how it may
help you, please contact our team at 412-633-1625.
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quotes — addressing bullying, anxiety, decency, kindness, and suicide — will be
put up in each of the schools
in the Warren County
School District.
Each school will have its
own set to start the year and
students will rotate them
from one school to another
each nine weeks.
“It costs $0.00 to be a decent human being,” one of
the signs says.
“Be a buddy, not a bully,”
another says.
“Maybe these will start to
change the culture of how
kids treat each other,”
Swanson said. “That’s the
beginning.”
CORE received an establishing donation from a family.
Swanson hopes to advance the organization’s
mission and to build on that
endowment in September,
which is Suicide Prevention
Month.
“I have two events that I
am organizing to bring
awareness of mental health
issues and to raise funds to
further support CORE’s
mission of providing education and awareness to the
communities of Warren
County,” she said.
There will be a 14-hole
“wacky” golf scramble at 2
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 9, at
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